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Project Background 

Youth are the future stewards of the environment and have a great stake in protecting 

Ontario’s ecosystems and biodiversity from invasive species.  There are limited curriculum-

linked programs available to teachers looking to educate their students on invasive species, 

and the ISAP has been working to build opportunities and relationships for student/teacher 

engagement.   

The goal of this project was to create more opportunities for teachers and students to learn 

about the role of the public in preventing the introduction and spread of invasive species in 

Ontario via the continued development and delivery of targeted, relevant, curriculum-linked 

educational materials for students and teachers.  Through this programming, students were 

encouraged to enjoy healthy outdoor recreation, while simultaneously being mindful of the 

stewardship role that they have as a result of their engagement in outdoor recreational 

activities. 

1. Employ an Education Liaison to coordinate the production and delivery of

targeted educational programming within classrooms and communities in

Ontario;

2. Employ a Communications Liaison to develop a communications plan to

promote the availability of the Education Liaison to visit schools to deliver

programming;

3. Coordinate the production of education kits/lesson plans that can be

disseminated to teachers;

4. Implement the communications plan and advertise curriculum kits and

availability of the Education Liaison to deliver classroom programming (e.g.

email, social media);

5. Deliver classroom presentations/programming using the invasive species

curriculum kits as coordinated by the Education Liaison.  Through this project we

aim to reach >2000 students and 50 schools; and

6. Coordinate an "Invasive Species Fair" within the community inviting children to

participate and share their knowledge on invasive species and how they can

prevent their introduction/spread.
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Project Results 

An Education Liaison was hired to coordinate the production and delivery of targeted 

educational programming within classrooms and communities in Ontario, as well as build 

and disseminate education kits/lesson plans to educators.  An example of an introductory 

lesson, including the curriculum links, can be found in the appendix at the end of this report.   

 

The ISAP also employed a Communications Liaison who developed a communications plan 

to promote the availability of the Education Liaison to visit schools to deliver programming 

(see promotional material below).  The availability of this programming was promoted via 

social media and an email distribution list that included teacher and school board contacts. 
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Efforts to promote this programming resulted in a full schedule for the Education Liaison, 

from September 2018 – March 2019.  Through this project, the ISAP aimed to reached >2000 

students at 50 schools; however, the programming was well-received, and the Education 

Liaison was able to surpass the original goal.  By the end of March, the Education Liaison 

worked with 147 teachers and travelled more than 14,200 kilometres (see map below) to 

deliver 154 presentations to 185 classes (4,186 students).    

 

Project Deviations 

The Education Liaison initiated a partnership with a grade 12 teacher at I.E. Weldon 

Secondary School in Lindsay, Ontario to coordinate the delivery of an Invasive Species Fair.  

Unfortunately, conflicting schedules resulted in the decision to postpone this event, and 

continue to have the Education Liaison focus on the delivery of classroom programming 

throughout Ontario. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, efforts to create more opportunities for teachers and students to learn about 

the role of the public in preventing the introduction and spread of invasive species in Ontario 

were successful in 2018-19.  The ISAP Education Liaison hit the ground running and 

successfully developed and delivered targeted, relevant, curriculum-linked educational 

materials to 4,186 students.  After each classroom visit, each teacher had the opportunity to 

provide feedback via an online survey (see below).  The survey results indicate that this 

program was well-received, with all survey respondents indicating that they would 

recommend the program to their colleagues and/or book additional classroom visits in the 

future.   

  

“This was a wonderful presentation. It supported the curriculum and engaged my 

students. The presenter was prepared and knowledgeable of the content. She was 

able to manage the students and keep them engaged. I appreciated how the 

presentation was broken into chunks so that student interest and attention was 

maintained. The content was presented at their level and they gained a lot of 

knowledge with the subject area that I was not able to provide them with. I'd love to 

have more presentations for different areas of the curriculum. Well done.” 
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